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2023 - Time for environmental labelling in France !

Vincent Colomb

Environmental labelling coordinator
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Context :

Rising environmental awarness of citizens => strong demand for
environmental transparency

Climate and biodiversity crisis => quick and deep shift in production and
consumption patterns needed.

Labelling : an « old political demand » and a strong regulatory framework
2009- 2012 : Grenelle de I'environnement ; 2019 : loi AGEC — circular
economy ; 2021 : Climate and Resilience Law -

Core principles :

Carbon or LCA based information ; experiments; political discussions...
The labelling scheme should include biodiversity and reflect benefits from
« agroecological systems» (grasslands, organic farming etc.)

= A target which is now technically reacheable !



Private scoring schemes are blooming
=> can/how should public stakeholders
« organise the information market » ?
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Retailers, food compagnies, NGO, food and

= agriculture unions, digital players, catering etc.
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The experimental framework

Material

1?0922’1?99?233522:?““' 2 working groups with experts Lab experiments and research
projects (ex: ’  indicators and formats schemes (INRAE, ESA)
Planetscore...
Stakeholders forum Complementary studies
Scientific comitee (Professional organisations, P Y
L (Casino, IDDRI, EY)
NGOs, digital players...

Outcomes
- Scientific report by researchers, independant from ministries
- Final report and conclusions by governement.

Large knowledge and understanding obtained thanks to real life
experiments and scientific comitee
=> Main reports available in english on ADEME webpage ( § deliverable).
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https://expertises.ademe.fr/economie-circulaire/consommer-autrement/passer-a-laction/reconnaitre-produit-plus-respectueux-lenvironnement/dossier/laffichage-environnemental/affichage-environnemental-secteur-alimentaire-experimentation-20202021

An official environmental labelling scheme is strongly welcome by the /
consummers, no confusion with nutrition.

* A large scale, affordable and science based system is possible. (

* The scoring system must enable to compare between categories ( ex :« meat
dish vs pasta ») and within categories (ex : « yogurt A vs yogurt B »). J

* Scoring schemes tested are efficient (5-10% environmental improvement on
food basket). With no cost increase for consummers ! J

- * The official scheme should be compliant in the mid-term with European
_—\ level. J
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* Labelling raised high interest (and political debate). J
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 PEF framework : starting point
* Much more semi-specific data : ﬂ%@

* Short term improvements on env. indicators :

*  Soil Carbon : 4p1000 INRAE values — crop types
*  Local biodiversity : Lindner method « BVI to Agribalyse »

*  Toxicities : new EF3.1 CM; « risk factor » for organic
pesticides (cocktail effects, metabolites, soil ecotox ...)

*  Fish and sea products : Helias (biotic ressources), Woods
(seabed impacts) ... CSTEP method (testing ongoing)

*  Plastic packaging : test and control

Ex : crop diversity, greeen corridors,
animal concentration... under discussion. « System
approach »

Weighting and normalisation adjustments to
obtain « FR-EL single score »



https://doc.agribalyse.fr/documentation/documentation-complete

AJBRD &

e Publish testing results on 550 real market
products, reflecting french consumption.

* Scoring + sensitivity analyses : X/100
e Policy trends and alignment analysis (IDDRI)

 Format and display consultation (online)

Légumineuses
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A public tool for method testing and implementation : Ecobalyse (béta)

-@) ECObaIyse Accuell  Simulateur Exemples Explorateur APl  Documentation

A Version Alpha

Ce calculateur d'impacts environnementaux alimentaire est en cours de développement : les fonctionnalités, données et valeurs calculées ne sont pas encore

fiables.

[ Carrot Cake } [ Créer une nouvelle recette ] ‘ Score d'impacts v
ngrédients "
‘ 120° | g ‘ ‘ Qeuf v ‘ ‘ Par défaut (Europee bio  36,46upts dimpact
Transport pour cet ingrédient H Okm B Okn M 2660km 3,71 uPts d'impact 5 4 O .-

uPts d'impact/kg
[ + Ajouter un ingrédient J
Soit pour 0,222y : 63,08 Pts d'impact
Transformation 2,90 uPts dlimpact o
Détail des postes
| 1202 | al [ cuisson v 2 90upts dimnact |

Comité des partenaires - réunion 17/11/2021 9
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* Pig and poultry => clear tradeoff between ressource
efficicency and « animal wellfare ».

= Signal to consummers, « less and better », how to
ensure policy consistency ?

* Combining signals :

= Diet shift, including more plant based => inter

—> sustainabile farming practices /ecodesign => intra
= | Adisplay question

Ex: format brainstorm 10
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dealing with the tradeoff
ex : conv chicken vs free

Option 1
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« Integrated information » : bonus/malus




All food

Sub-category
EFSA

(ex meat)

B.Ruffieux

Absolute values
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Eco-Labelling for food — The French agenda
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A platform for European cooperation

WP 1

Common principles for LCA food

WP 2
Shared methodology

Calculation + formats
« PEF-wise »

Européen coordination but national
decisions

WP 3

Testing in real conditions

databases

Data interoperability
Database network

Mainly outside of France

Estimate environmental benefits and
consumer understanding

Priority to validate the « proof of concept » in France, but strong willingness to
cooperate at european level.

First advise => build your national food LCA database !
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We are able do much better environmental information than
what is today commonly available !

LCA method and databases are the core for environnemental
information... and we are reaching technical (and political ?)
« maturity » for labelling... Many more results in spring to
come...

Looking for the « balance point » between accuracy,
completness and large scale operationnality (cost).

— From blooming creativity to harmonised policy...now long will
~ \\\ the journey be ?
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